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CONFERENCE 
REPORTS

Bedford Conference

The churches and congregations of this conference share 
a rich Lutheran history and heritage. I have been able 
to gather some historical information from a few of our 
congregations. I share this as a reminder of the saints 
who have gone before us, their dedication and sacrifice, to 
light the way of Christ in our lives.

Trinity Lutheran Church on the square in Bedford kicks 
off its 250th anniversary year, including guest preachers, 
published 250th history, special displays, commissioned 
Anniversary Choral/Orchestral Work, Interment of Time 
Capsule, upcoming Festival Liturgy on Feast of the Holy 
Trinity. This celebration year follows a grand renovation 
of the Altar and Nave in summer, 2018. This congregation 
is served by two pastors, The Rev. Raymond Short and 
The Rev. David Weinhold. Other highlights include:

Strong Summer VBS - “Shipwrecked”

Hosted Inquirer’s Dinner and Received c. 20 new 
members.

Replaced Office Computer and Data Systems

Expanded partnership with ALSM to include after-
school Kidstop.

Expanded Faith & Fun Club (weekly after-school 
ministry) to include children from Chestnut Ridge 
Schools Coordinated new congregational Photo 
Directory

Youth to annual Pittsburgh “Youth Quake” weekend 
retreat.

Strong Support of ELCA Lutheran Disaster Response, 
World Hunger, and Good Gifts.

Yeager Memorial Lutheran Church congregation dates 
back to 1780 in Friends Cove, Bedford County. Many 
people wonder how the name came about. In 1880 when 
the building was being built, one of the founding persons 
was the stepson of “Father William Yeager” who had 

been a circuit riding Lutheran pastor through Somerset 
and Bedford counties. Thus the building was named in 
his honor. This past year has been a busy and faithful 
year with hosting community bible school where we 
made blankets for Your Safe Haven, three ecumenical 
services shared with the neighboring UMC and UCC 
congregations, making blankets and personal care kits for 
Lutheran World Relief. We hold two liturgies on Sundays 
at 9:00 and 11:15 with Sunday School at 10:15. Our 
Sunday school rooms were revived, and we have a very 
active group of 35 adults and 30 children. We currently 
have a confirmation class of 8. We are a vibrant church 
family who celebrated the 10th anniversary of our pastor, 
The Rev. Jenny Barnes.

Founded in faith in 1805, Christ Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Madley (Bedford Co.) is working hard to 
spread the love of Jesus and minister to his people 
locally and throughout the world. We currently hold 
two liturgies on Sundays at 8:30 & 11:00 with Sunday 
school at 9:45. We currently have 26-30 students and 
teachers in our educational programs and are looking 
to expand even more. This past year we had four new 
confirmands join the church along with two new adult 
member transfers. We also have weekly Bible studies and 
vespers. We support the following ministries within our 
community, Hyndman Area Food Pantry, Salvation Army 
Bell Ringing, Hyndman Ministerium, The Cumberland 
Md. Rescue Mission, Camp Sequanota, Hyndman 
Mission festival, Saint Nicholas Project and numerous 
other ministries through our Allegheny Synod mission 
support offerings. There are many things in this small 
community to keep us very active and alive. It is also a 
year of celebration, as we observe the 10th anniversary 
of our current pastor, The Rev. Ryan K. Viands’ ministry 
among us. 

In October, 2018, The Rev. Kathy Popp was ordained and 
called to Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church in Everett, 
founded in 1841. The church has benefited from having 
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her as their Vicar from 2015-2018, and now, called her 
as their ordained Minister of the Word and Sacrament. 
Zion has its first Confirmation class in many years. The 
church has a growing congregational participation and a 
weekly Bible Study and Sunday School classes of children 
and adults. The church has a deep history of music, with 
a beautiful pipe organ. The congregation enjoys hosting 
concerts for the community, including various musicians.

The Rev. David Wright is serving as Transition Pastor with 
the St. Clairsville Lutheran Parish. Messiah Lutheran, 
located in Dutch Corner, published the Messiah Records 
Book, dating back to around 1790. They made 16 quilts 
and 50 health kits for LWR, and donated to the local food 
bank. St. Peter’s Lutheran in Osterburg, participated in 
Veterans ministry, care packages for cancer patients, and 
quilts for newborns. They also assisted Love Inc, Santa’s 
Helpers, Samaritan’s Purse, ELCA good gifts, wheels-a-
way and Your Safe Haven and Adopt-a-highway program. 
Pastor Wright also serves as Chaplain for the Pennknoll 
Nursing Home in Everett. Pastor David has been with the 
parish only a short time, but their ministry together is 
filled with hope. 

Active Lutheran ministry in the Bedford Conference also 
includes Mt. Zion Lutheran, Breezewood, and Providence 

Lutheran, who are served by The Rev. Judith Simonson as 
Vacancy Pastor. 

St. Mark Lutheran, Bald Hill Lutheran, and St. James 
Lutheran congregations worship together as Central 
Bedford Lutheran Parish. They rotate ministry location 
quarterly between the three buildings. They are served by 
The Rev. Judith Simonson as Vacancy Pastor.

Clearville Zion Lutheran is served by lay leader, Robbie 
Roland. 

Mt. Olivet, Fairhope meets for worship on a regular 
schedule. Mt. Pleasant and Cedar Grove are supply 
points.

The Conference, over this past year, continued its pattern 
of bi-monthly gatherings for lunch and fellowship with 
the rostered leaders of the conference. 

We continue to share prayer concerns and lift the 
congregations and people of our conference, our synod, 
and our church at large to our Gracious God in love and 
care. 

It has been a blessing to serve as Dean of the Bedford 
Conference 

– Jenny Barnes
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Blair-Huntingdon Conference

June 2018 – May 2019

During this past year we had many rostered leader 
transitions in the conference. Pastor Brandon Cian was 
installed at St. James in Huntingdon. Pastor Amanda 
McCaffery was installed at St. Luke’s in Roaring 
Springs. Pastor Dave Bowman was installed at Zion in 
Hollidaysburg and Pastor Jim Rill concluded his call as 
interim pastor there. Pastor Traci Marriott Bowman was 
installed at St. Matthew in Martinsburg. Pastor John 
Telyea concluded his call at Geeseytown and Newry 
Parish and moved to the Oregon Synod. Pastors Tim 
Knauss and Sherrie Hofmann took new calls outside the 
Allegheny Synod. 

Led by Pastor Ralph Hamer, our Rostered Leaders 
continue to volunteer to lead worship at The Lutheran 
Home in Hollidaysburg and write for the annual 
Advent Devotional. Text Studies have evolved to weekly 
meetings of rostered leaders in various coffee shops 
and restaurants around the conference. Texts include 

both the Revised Common Standard Lectionary and the 
Narrative Lectionary. 

The Synod Youth Task Force has become a Synod-wide 
planning team utilizing the Allegheny Synod office. They 
are looking forward to the Synod Youth Event that will 
take place this November entitled, “Making It Mine.” 
Please see your packet for more information. 

We have been holding Conference meetings and 
gatherings every other month which include fellowship, 
worship and discussions on how to best serve the pastors 
and congregations of the Conference together. We held 
an election for the Dean of the Conference this past May. 
We are also working on an appointed position to help 
support the ministry of the conference moving forward. 

Rev. Karen Ward 
Dean – Blair-Huntingdon Conference
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Clearfield Conference 

With thankful hearts, God has placed us 
within the communities of the Clearfield 
Conference. 
We are the Reverends Amy Miller and John Miller 
(Christ Lutheran), Bob Way (St. John), Vicki Beilfuss 
(Holy Shepherd Parish), and Christine Roe (First Faith 
Lutheran Cooperative). Pastor Bob additionally serves 
as a pastor during this time of vacancy with St. Peter of 
Luthersburg, and St. John of Rockton. The communities 
of Olanta, Grace and Salem were previously being cared 
for by Richard Steuernagle, a synodically authorized lay 
minister. At this current time those communities are 
without a minister, and are being served through pulpit 
supply and pastoral care provided through the synod. 

We remember the Reverend John 
Christopher Ramsey (1945-2019)

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the 
messenger who announces peace, who brings good 
news, who announces salvation, who says to Zion, “Your 
God reigns.” (Isaiah 52:7)

A person beloved by many. A person who 
responded to God’s call in the way of being a 
pastor in the life of the church for over thirty 
years. For twenty-one years he was a part of God’s 
ministry within the Clearfield Conference. We give 
thanks to God for you, our brother in Christ, who 
rests now in eternal peace. 

We gather monthly to share in our lives 
the joys, sorrows, and challenges of 
ministry life. 
Over the past few months Christ Lutheran has 
witnessed an enthusiasm of God’s love between 
the people of a young adult’s group having been 
formed. Holy Shepherd Parish confirmation youth 
have a newly found love of Camp Sequanota, as they 
experienced the Snow Camp weekend. First Faith 
Lutheran Cooperative celebrated two confirmands 
affirming their faith and witnessing their faithful 
journeys by way of story and a visual art form. Within 
the communities where Richard previously served 
there was a new life celebrated. The people of St. John 
in Clearfield continue to share their God given talents 
with the community which comprises about 25% of 
the Clearfield Choral Society and they continue to 
be active in stage productions of CAST. The Rockton 
and Luthersburg Parish shared in the time of sorrow 
through a ministry moment with the family of Pastor 
Chris Ramsey, as they held a luncheon as he was laid 
to rest with his wife, Pat.

Brought together through God’s Spirit,  
it is with God’s grace and peace we come  
+

Pastor Christine Roe 
currently serving as the Dean of the Clearfield Conference
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Johnstown Conference 

Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord and 
savior Jesus Christ.

The Johnstown Conference, consisting of both ordained 
and lay leadership is serving numerous ministries within 
the area.

Since our last Synod Assembly there have been a some 
changes within the conference. Pastor Nancy Hoover 
was installed as Pastor of Grace Lutheran Church in 
Johnstown and Pastor Faron Johnson was installed as 
Pastor of St. David’s Lutheran Church in Davidsville. 
We are continued to be blessed to have a number of 
retired pastors who are providing Word and Sacrament 
on a weekly basis to congregations who are currently in 
transition as well as continued chaplaincy at the Lutheran 
Home in Johnstown. We also have a number of lay 
worship leaders who continue to provide Service of the 
Word with congregations throughout our conference.  

The pastors of the Johnstown Conference meet 
monthly at different parishes in the conferences 
for collegial dialog, conference business and the 
service of Holy Communion. It is a time when the 
conference ordained clergy can come together and 
share the blessings we see in the work of our Lord to 
the congregations and ministries we serve. Moving 
forward into this coming year, we have discussed 
conference gatherings for worship, outreach and 
youth activities. We are very excited to see what God 
has for the Johnstown conference in the months and 
years ahead as we continue to serve a wonderful and 
gracious Lord!

summitto ad gloriam Dei!

Rev. Toby Holland, Dean
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Laurel Highlands Conference 

2018–2019

Many things in our conference continue as usual, such 
as weekly text study and monthly rostered leader 
meetings where we share in fellowship and Holy 
Communion. 

Transitions this year include welcoming Pastor Felicia 
Swartz to the Stonycreek Parish and wishing farewell to 
Pastor Ben Mandrick who took a new call in Georgia as 
well as Pastors Dave and Traci Bowman who received 
calls in Hollidaysburg and Martinsburg. 

With all of the rain, it was a difficult year for farmers 
and for the Spuds of Faith Potato Picking project. Our 
harvest dates got rained out, but the potatoes did get 
picked and distributed to the Somerset County Food 
Pantries. We pray for a better year this year. 

In August 2018 our conference went on a bus trip to 
Sight and Sound Theatres in Lancaster to see the show 
“Jesus”. The show was enjoyed and the trip was a 
highlight for many who were able to participate. 

Much of the work of our conference for the past year 
has centered on the continued work of the task force 
established at the beginning of 2018 with the task 
of envisioning a new cooperative ministry for our 

congregations. The task force worked hard, had many 
creative ideas, and finally settled on one: a mobile 
ministry. The vision is a box trailer and equipment 
that may be used by any congregation or group of 
congregations for service projects and outreach to our 
communities. The task force completed their work at 
the end of 2018 and the next step has been passed to a 
newly formed board of directors. That board is currently 
doing the work of organization, policy, and fundraising 
for the new ministry, now named Grace Delivered. We 
hope to be able to purchase a trailer and launch the 
ministry by the end of 2019. 

Our mission: A mobile ministry that unites ELCA 
congregations to impact Somerset County and inspire 
people with God’s grace.*

We continue to pray for the leading of the Holy Spirit in 
our ministry together. 

* We hope that Grace Delivered will be a ministry utilized 
by all of our congregations, including the one located outside 
of Somerset County in Grantsville, MD.

Submitted by Rev. Dena Gable, Dean
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Nittany Conference

The Nittany Conference consists of seventeen (17) 
congregations with sixteen (16) in Centre County, and 
one in Huntingdon County.

This year has been one marked by pastoral transitions 
for our conference. We celebrated with the Rev’d Steve 
Lynn as he entered retirement. On August 17, Grace 
Lutheran had a meal and a service of thanksgiving 
for Pastor Lynn’s ministry. After the Rev’d Scott Schul 
assumed the role of senior pastor, Grace began the call 
process for a new associate pastor. With a positive call 
vote in December 2, the Rev’d Carolyn Hetrick began 
her call at Grace in mid-January. In November we 
welcomed the Rev’d Jim Rill who became the interim 
pastor of the Spring Mills Parish. In January, the Rev’d 
Elise Osman received a call to work as Chaplain at the 
Oaks in Pleasant Gap.

We rejoiced in July as St John’s in Millheim and Salem 
in Aaronsburg called the Rev’d Alexander “Alex” 
Anklan. Alex was ordained August 1 and moved 
with his wife, Erica Partridge, later that month and 
began his service. Saturday, October 6 the conference 
held a welcome party graciously hosted by the Rev’d 
Rebecca Horn and Mr. Peter Horn. Alex was installed 
on October 7. In mid-November, Alex fell ill and was 
transported to Mount Nittany Medical Center. From 
Mount Nittany, Alex was transferred to Geisinger 
Medical Center in Danville, PA. In February, Alex was 
transferred again to the James Cancer Hospital and 
Solove Research Institute in Columbus, Ohio and on 
March 26 the Rev’d Alexander Anklan died. While 
the ministerium of the Nittany Conference receives 
comfort in the hope of the resurrection, we were, 
nevertheless, greatly grieved. It was an honor and joy 
to serve with Alex, even though it was such a short 
period of time. We hold fast to the Good News that our 
Lord and God, Jesus Christ, has defeated Death and 
with ever greater fervor we are moved to proclaim our 
sure hope. 

Since January, we have kept the Rev’d Will Osman and 
the congregation of St John in Bellefonte in prayer as they 
experienced unexpected financial difficulties. We also 
pray for the congregations that have difficulties of which 
we are not aware. 

The ELCA Constitution, Bylaws, and Continuing 
Resolutions states the purposes for a conference is “to 
assist the congregations and synods in exercising their 
mutual responsibility,” and “to foster interdependent 
relationships for missional purposes among 
congregations, synods, the churchwide organization, 
and other partners.” In our effort to live into these 
constitutional declarations, the ministerium of our 
conference has been exploring several opportunities. 
The ministerium is seeking to hold a combined God’s 
Work. Our Hands Day of Service in August that will bring 
members from all of our congregations together. At the 
time of writing, we are also planning to have a spiritual 
retreat and an ongoing book study. 

We also have discussed other future possibilities for 
our conference. We have talked about having a pulpit 
exchange and doing joint worship events, but no 
plans have been made at time of writing. Because the 
population of the State College Metropolitan Area, 
in which most of our conference territory is set, sees 
population growth the ministerium has discussed 
the possibilities of planting new ELCA worshipping 
communities. We hope to explore these possibilities with 
the Bishop’s office, especially the forthcoming Director 
for Evangelical Mission. 

We continue to be excited and joyful in walking this 
journey in our Lord Jesus Christ, with you: our sisters 
and brothers of the Allegheny Synod. We keep you all in 
our prayers.

In Christ’s peace,

The Rev’d Paul Tomkiel, Dean


